TOBACCO SEED CERTIFICATION STANDARDS

(Including Hybrids)
I.
APPLICATION AND AMPLIFICATION OF GENERAL CERTIFICATION STANDARDS


A.
The General Seed Certification Standards adopted by the Association are basic 


and together with the following standards constitute the standards for 



certification of tobacco seed.


B.
The General Standards are amplified as follows to apply specifically to tobacco 


seed.



1.
(Section VI) Classes and Sources of Certified Seed




The production of tobacco seed for certification shall be limited to one 



generation from Breeder's or Foundation seed.  Breeder's or Foundation 



seed must be grown by an agricultural experiment station or by the 



originator whose strains are approved by the Association.  Breeder's or 



Foundation seed must be from selected plants protected from cross 



pollination by bagging.



2.
(Section IX, C)  Handling of Crop Prior to Inspection




(a)
Plants of other varieties including off - type plants must be 




topped.




(b)
Plants affected with mosaic disease must be topped.




(c)
Plants affected with ring - spot disease and the adjacent plants 




must be topped  as soon as found.




(d)
Seed heads must not be trimmed prior to inspection.



3.
(Section X)  Conditioning and Packaging




(a)
Tobacco seed for certification shall be conditioned on the 




member's own equipment or that of a TCIA Approved 





Conditioner.




(b)
Tobacco seed for certification shall be packaged and labeled by 




the member, or a TCIA Approved Conditioner.

II.
LAND REQUIREMENT


A.
Plant Beds



1.
A new plant bed must be used each year unless the bed is properly 



treated with a soil sterilant prior to seeding.



2.
Good sanitation practices should be followed at all times in and around 



the plant bed.



3.
Care should be taken to prevent mixture of seed and/or plants around 



the plant beds and in the fields.



4.
Plant beds of different varieties should be separated by at least 10 feet.  


These beds should be further protected from contamination by surface 



drainage and erosion.

III.
FIELD INSPECTION


At least one field inspection shall be made during the blooming period.  In order that this 
may be done, the application must notify the Association in writing two weeks in 
advance of the date he expects the tobacco to be in full bloom.

IV.
FIELD STANDARDS


A.
General



1.
Unit of Certification




(a)
A field or a portion of a field may be inspected for certification 




provided the area to be certified is clearly defined and the entire 



field is grown from Breeder's or Foundation seed.



2.
Isolation




(a)
Self - Pollinated Varieties





For the production of certified tobacco seed, the minimum 




isolation distance is 150 feet between varieties of the same type 



and 1320 feet between varieties of different types.  These 




distances may be waived when:





(1)
all plants in the contaminating source are bagged or 





topped before bloom; or, all seed plants are bagged 





prior to blooming in the contaminating source.





(2)
two or more varieties of the same type are being grown 





side by side in the same field, 4 border rows of each 





variety between the two varieties shall be allowed to 





bloom and set seed, but seed from the border rows 





shall not be harvested.




b.
Hybrids





For the production of certified hybrid tobacco seed the minimum 



isolation distance is 150 feet between male sterile and male 




fertile plants of the same type and 1320 feet between male 




sterile and male fertile plants of different types.  These 





distances may be waived when:





(1)
all plants in the contaminating source are bagged or 





topped before bloom; or, all seed plants are bagged 





prior to blooming in the contaminating source.





(2)
producing hybrid tobacco seed of the same type, except 




for L8 lines, where male fertile and male sterile varieties 




are grown side by side in the same field, 4 border rows 





of the male sterile varieties adjacent to the male fertile 





varieties shall be allowed to bloom and set seed but 





shall not be harvested for seed except when the male 





fertile plants are to be used as the pollen parents on the 




 
adjacent male sterile plants.






When male fertile and male sterile L8 plants are grown 





in the same field, the isolation distance between the two 




shall be 150 feet.  In no case shall male sterile and 





male fertile plants be interplanted in the same row.







When two or more self-pollinating varieties or hybrids, 





except L8 lines, of the same type are grown end to end 





in the same field, there shall be a two plant skip 






between the varieties.  A distance of 15 feet between 





the two varieties shall be allowed to bloom and set seed 





but shall not be harvested for seed.


B.
Specific Requirements  (Field Standard)

_____________________________________________________________________________






MAXIMUM PERMITTED 

FACTORS




  CERTIFIED CLASS



_____________________________________________________________________________

Other varieties and off - types22 



None

Diseased plants:

    Mosaic





None

Ring Spot23





None

____________________________________________________________________________

22     See definiton, Item IV., Page 3.
23     Plants adjacent to the diseased plant must be topped.
V.
SEED STANDARDS

           A.  RAW SEED

_____________________________________________________________________________

FACTORS



STANDARDS FOR CERTIFIED CLASS    _____________________________________________________________________________

Pure Seed (min.)




99.0%

Inert Matter (max.)




 1.0%

* Weed Seeds (max.)




0.01%


Prohibited Noxious



None

Other Crop Seeds (max.)



0.01%


Other varieties and off - types24


0.01%


Other kinds




0.01%

Germination (min.)




80.0%

_____________________________________________________________________________

* Tennessee noxious weeds listed on page 16.

24     See definition, Item IV., Page 3.
        B.  PELLETED AND/OR PRIMED SEED

All pelleted and/or primed seed has met the standards as stated in Section V. (A.) prior to that process.  Pelleted seed will vary in the amount of pure seed and inert material based on the amount of coating material (which must be stated on the certification tag).  Seed must be retested for germination after the process of pelleting and/or priming and meet the germination standards in Section V. (A.).  Primed tobacco seed must be retested for germination after five months, excluding the month of the test date.

