SOYBEAN SEED CERTIFICATION STANDARDS
I.
APPLICATION AND AMPLIFICATION OF GENERAL CERTIFICATION STANDARDS


The General Seed Certification Standards as adopted by the Association are basic and 
together with the following specific standards constitute the standards for certification of 
soybean seed.

II.
LAND REQUIREMENT


A.
Foundation Class



Soybeans for certification as Foundation Class shall not be grown on land that 


produced soybeans or cowpeas the previous year unless the soybeans were the 


same variety and produced for certification as Foundation seed.


B.
Registered and Certified Class



Soybeans for certification as Registered or Certified Class shall not be grown on 


land that produced soybeans or cowpeas the previous year unless,



1.
The soybeans produced the previous year were grown from a class of 



certified seed of the same variety or a variety having a contrasting 



pubescence color or,



2.
Small grain was produced and harvested for grain as an intervening 



crop.

III.
FIELD INSPECTION


A.
Foundation Class



Soybeans for certification as Foundation Class shall be inspected twice, once at 


blossom - time and again after the beans are mature.


B.
Registered and Certified Class



1.
Soybeans for certification as Registered or Certified Class shall be 



inspected at least once at blossom - time or after the beans are mature.

IV.
FIELD STANDARDS


1.
General



(a)
A field is the unit of certification.  At inspection time the field must be 



separated from fields of other varieties or uninspected fields of the same 


variety by a distance of 25 feet when the adjoining field was broadcast 



or by a distance of 5 feet, a ditch or fence row when the adjoining field 



was drilled or rowed.



(b)
When it is necessary to remove a strip to obtain the required distance 



the part to be removed must be taken from the field that is to be 



inspected.


2.
Inspection of soybeans seeded solid, broadcast or conventionally rowed with 


less than 18 inch spacings.



(a)
The production to be inspected will NOT always be inspected at normal 



blossom - time inspection but after plants are mature (dropped leaves). 



PROVIDED the production is drilled or broadcast back and forth 




(running parallel) and the inspector has access to at least one end of the 


field.



EXCEPTION TO (a) ABOVE


The production to be inspected is eligible for certification as REGISTERED OR 


CERTIFIED CLASS and will be inspected at normal blossom - time inspection.  


PROVIDED: it is conventionally rowed and spaced NO LESS than 14 inches, 


with at least 24 inch spaces for tractor wheels and/or walk spaces to make 


inspection.  Not to exceed a maximum of 8 rows between the 24 inch spacings.


B.
Specific Requirements

_____________________________________________________________________________
 



     
   MAXIMUM PERMITTED IN EACH CLASS

FACTORS



FOUNDATION
  REGISTERED     CERTIFIED

____________________________________________________________________________
Other varieties and off-types12 
                 0.02%
        0.05%
         0.2%








   (1:5000)
      (1:2000)  
       (1:500)


Corn, cowpea, grain, sorghum,

    NONE
        NONE
        2 plants 


sunflower plants bearing seed 





          p/acre

at time of harvest

Noxious weeds whose seed are 
     NONE
        NONE
         NONE


inseparable

_________________

12 See definition, Item IV., Page 3.


C.
 Seed Standards 13 

_____________________________________________________________________________
 



     
          STANDARDS FOR EACH CLASS

FACTORS



FOUNDATION
  REGISTERED     CERTIFIED

____________________________________________________________________________
Pure Seed (min.) * *
        

     98.0%                 98.0%
        98.0%



Inert Matter (max.) * *


       2.0%
         2.0%                 2.0%

  Weed Seeds:(max.)14 *

       2 p/lb.
         5 p/lb.              10 p/lb.

   Prohibited noxious


       NONE
        NONE               NONE

   Restricted noxious (max.)15
 
     1 p/2 lb.              1 p/2 lb.             1 p/2 lb.


Other Crop Seeds:

   Other varieties and off - types (max.)16       0.10%                 0.20%               0.50%

   Other kinds (max.)17 


       1 p/lb.                 2 p/lb.               2 p/lb.

Moisture (max.)



       14.0%
        14.0%               14.0%

Germination (min.) * * * 


       80.0%                80.0%               80.0%

_____________________________________________________________________________


*
Tennessee Noxious Weeds are listed on Page 16.

* *
Pure Seed (min.)
97.0%


Inert Matter (max.)
  3.0%


"Below Certification Inert and Purity"

* * *
Germination (min.)


"Below Standard Germ"
79.0% - 75.0%

13             All classes of soybean seed must be run over spiral or gravity separators.

14              Purple moonflower and morning glory are not permitted in Foundation or Registered class seed.  The Certified 

                  class may contain 1 seed per pound of either purple moonflower or morning glory.

15              Applicable to cocklebur (bur) only.

16               See definiton, Item IV., Page 3.

17               Corn, cowpea, grain sorghum and sunflower seed are not permitted in Foundation or Registered class seed. 

                   The Certified class may contain 1 seed per pound of either corn, cowpea, grain sorghum or sunflower.
