TENNESSEE CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

TCIA REGULATIONS FOR APPROVED BULK RETAILING OF CERTIFIED SEED 

I.
A.
The purpose for Bulk Retailing Regulations is to establish procedures by which 


certified seed can be sold in bulk (not bagged) for use when seeding is done 


with spreaders, trucks, buggies, airplanes and etc.



Bulk Retailing of certified seed is permitted by individuals or firms who have 


been approved as Bulk Retailers by Tennessee Crop Improvement Association.  

This approval is made on an annual basis and may be withdrawn at any time by 


TCIA, see Section II., J.  Applications for approved bulk retailing are available 


upon request from TCIA office.


B.
ELIGIBILITY OF SEED


Only the Certified Class of certified seed is eligible to be Bulk Retailed in 


Tennessee.  Seed moving in Bulk Retail channels may be sold only twice:




(1)
from an Approved Conditioner to the Approved Bulk Retailer.



(2)
from Approved Bulk Retailer to the consumer who will plant the seed.





If more than two sales are made, the seed is automatically ineligible for 



certification and Bulk Retailing as certified seed.  For seed received from 


another state see Section II, Page 4.




C.
APPLICATION AND INSPECTION




To insure inspection of the facilities before planting time, the Application for Bulk 

Retailing must be received by TCIA office prior to July 15.  An inspector of TCIA 

will arrange to inspect the facilities after the application has been received.  All 


procedures for transporting, storing, dispensing and record keeping will be 


reviewed during this inspection.  The applicant must demonstrate a satisfactory 


means of maintaining genetic purity and identity of bulk certified seed from 


receiving to final dispersal.  Any certified seed received prior to inspection and 


approval will be ineligible for Bulk Retailing as certified seed and for further 


certification.  One individual at each approved Bulk Retail Outlet will be 



approved by TCIA as the person responsible for Bulk Retailing of certified seed.



The inspection fee is $50.00 per location/crop and a $25.00 re-inspection fee per 


trip, per location.  This fee will entitle Approved Bulk Retailer to become a 


Associate Member of TCIA.



The approval period extends for September 1 to August 31, of the next year.

II.
REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVED BULK RETAILERS

A.
EQUIPMENT


Each retailer must demonstrate an acceptable procedure for handling bulk 


certified seed to assure that genetic purity and identity are maintained 



throughout all seed movement from receiving and storage to final dispersal.



A separate storage bin (hopper-bottom desirable) must be available for each 


variety that will be sold in bulk.  These bins must be constructed to allow 


complete cleaning and inspection.  These bins must be cleaned and emptied 


prior to inspection and before any bulk certified seed is received.  All augers, 


conveyors, blenders, trucks, buggies and any other equipment must be 


cleaned before they are used to handle bulk certified seed.  It is 



recommended, if possible, that one blender be designated for bulk certified seed 

only.


B.
LABELS FOR BINS

All bins containing certified seed will be clearly and conspicuously identified as 

to bin number, crop, variety, lot number, complete analysis and variety 


protection information.  A crop and variety label will be attached to bin by TCIA 

Inspector upon approval and must remain at all times while certified bulk seed is 
being stored in bin.  An analysis label will be posted at the time a shipment of 

certified bulk seed is received from an Approved Conditioner.




C.
RECORDS
A current set of records must be maintained by each Approved Bulk Retailer for all movement of certified seed into and out of their facilities for each variety sold.




A Certificate of Bulk Transfer of Conditioned Seed (TCIA Form # 20) must 


accompany each load of bulk certified seed as it is received at the bulk retailer.  


This certificate must be kept with the retailer's records and the amount received 


must be recorded on the Inventory Form (TCIA # 22).



A current inventory of the amount of seed on hand for each bin must be 



maintained by the retailer.  This inventory must be up to date at all times.  An 


Inventory Form (TCIA # 22) will be provided by the TCIA office.  Each incoming 


and outgoing shipment must be recorded on this form.



Each load of Bulk Certified Seed dispensed to the consumer (farmer) must be 


accompanied by a serially numbered Bulk Retail Sales Certificate (TCIA Form 



# 21).  This form will be filled out in triplicate by the Approved Retailer and 


assigned as follows:




Original Copy (Blue)     - accompanies each load and is given to the 





          
buyer.




Second Copy (Yellow)  - attached to the Bin Inventory form (TCIA #22) 






and forward to TCIA when final sale is made 






from the bin.




Third Copy (White)       - remains with TCIA Approved Bulk Retailer.

II.
C.
RECORDS-continued

Before December 31, of each year an Annual Report, (TCIA Form # 27), for each variety and lot number must be sent to the TCIA office regarding all sales of Bulk Certified Seed.  This report will include the number of bushels and lot numbers on all shipments of bulk seed received.  It will also include total number of bushels sold and number of Bulk Sale Certificates used.  The serial number (s) of all unused Bulk Sales Certificates must be included on this report and all unused certificates returned to TCIA office.  This report will accompany a copy of the Bin Inventory Sheet(s), (TCIA #22), and all TCIA copies (yellow) of Bulk Retail Sales Certificates (TCIA #21).  Approved Bulk Retailer will retain their copy (white) of Certificate of Bulk Transfer of Conditioned Seed, (TCIA #20).  This copy is not required to accompany the Annual Report.



All records and bins are subject to inspection and audit at any time by TCIA 


Inspectors.



A file sample of each load received from an Approved Conditioner must be 


retained by the Approved Retailer.


D.
RESPONSIBLE PERSON


One person at each Approved Bulk Retailer will be responsible for the bulk 


retailing procedure.  This person is responsible for all record keeping and shall 


be responsible for seeing that genetic purity and identity are maintained at all 


times.  This person must notify the TCIA office five days prior to changing 


varieties from the variety originally covered on the application for approval.



If this person leaves the retailer or is transferred from the above duties, approval 

must be obtained from TCIA office before any certified seed can be received or 


dispensed by the retailer.


E.
APPROVED BULK RETAILER is referred to as one who purchases seed on 


"Certificate of Bulk Transfer of Conditioned Seed" from TCIA APPROVED BULK 

CONDITIONER, and one who is a custom bulk fertilizer blender or distributor 


who sells this certified seed to the consumer (farmer) either for:



1.
Blending it with fertilizer and custom spreading.



2.
Custom seeding only.



A sign must be posted notifying consumer that blending of seed with fertilizer 


and/or chemicals may affect purity and/or germination.  The seller should not be 


held liable for any damages that may result and the buyer will sign a release 


form to that effect.


F.
APPROVED BULK RETAILER is permitted to handle more than one (1) certified 

variety at a time.



It is the sellers responsibility to determine that the vehicle receiving bulk certified 

seed is clean.  If it is not clean, this is to be noted on the bill of sale and Bulk 


Retail Sale Certificate.


G.
MINIMUM SIZE OF BIN APPROVED (500 Bushels)

1.
BIN must be completely empty before receiving additional seed of same variety UNLESS the seed is of the same variety and same lot number, in which case, additional seed may be received and added to current inventory in bin.



2.
After emptying a storage bin of a seed lot and the bin is to be used for a 



different variety, the bin must be re-cleaned and re-inspected by TCIA.  



Notify TCIA office 5 days prior to the date you desire to change 




varieties.


H.
CERTIFIED BULK SEED RECEIVED FROM ANOTHER STATE


Certified Bulk Seed purchased from another state may be eligible for sale in 


Tennessee provided the certification agencies in both states involved have a 


prior agreement on the procedures to be followed.  It is the responsibility of the 


Approved Bulk Retailer to notify the TCIA office of any such transactions prior to 

receiving any bulk seed.



All certified bulk seed moving into Tennessee must have met the following 


provisions prior to or at the time of the first bulk shipment.



1.
Meet TCIA requirements.



2.
Payment of fees:  tag fee will be invoiced on each bushel of bulk 



certified seed received into Tennessee.



3.
Abide by all other rules of bulk retailing.



4.
Receive only from Approved Bulk Conditioner.


I.
UNSOLD SEED IN BIN (Bulk Retailer)



Unsold certified seed left over in the bin at the end of the season cannot be 


carried over and re-tested for recertification.



Unsold seed must be removed from the bin prior to inspection of the facility next 

season.  Inspections will not be required to confirm quantity of unsold seed.  


Spot inspections are made as routine only.


J.
WITHDRAWAL OF APPROVED BULK RETAIL STATUS


The approved status may be withdrawn for any of the following reasons:



1.
If upon any inspection the records are found to be out of order.



2.
If seed identity is lost or questionable.



3.
If seed bins are not properly labeled.

4. Failure to notify TCIA office of changes in varieties being handled.

II.
J.
WITHDRAWAL OF APPROVED BULK RETAIL STATUS-continued



5.
Failure to notify TCIA office that the person designated as the 




"responsible person" is leaving or is being transferred from that position.



6.
Failure to issue Certificate with each retail sale.



7.
Failure to report sales by December 31 of each year.



8.
Non-cooperative attitude by the person designated as being responsible 



for bulk retailing.



9.
Violation of TCIA Certification Standards and/or By-Laws, or any 



conduct materially detrimental to the Association.

If the approved status is withdrawn, the unused Bulk Sale Certificates must be surrendered to the TCIA office.  The certified bulk seed remaining in the bins will be disposed of in a manner approved by TCIA.  Withdrawal of approved bulk retailer status may be appealed to the TCIA Board of Directors.

